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The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI) organized an online 

interactive session on Wednesday where the members of National Tourism Committee of FICCI 

interacted with the Spl. Chief Secretary to Government Dr. Rajat Bhargava I.A.S. on “Revival of 

Tourism in Andhra Pradesh”. 

The objective of the event was to ideate and understand the various initiatives under 

consideration by the Government of Andhra Pradesh to revive tourism in Andhra Pradesh. The 

forum also sought innovative ideas and recommendations from the industry bodies to identify 

measures crucial for the revival of tourism. 

There were several ideas and suggestions proposed by the members of National Tourism 

Committee of FICCI. The members stressed upon the importance of resolving the issues impeding 

the recovery of the sector. While the hotels and other tourism establishments have opened, the 

footfall figures are not encouraging. The path to revival will involve building a perception of safe 

tourism in the minds of the tourists. The neighbouring states will have to work together to ensure 

free flow of tourists across borders. It will involve a coordinated effort between the different 

stakeholders like central government, state governments, tourism bodies, travel & tour operators 

and hospitality industry stakeholders.  

They unanimously agreed that domestic tourism will be at the forefront of revival. Local tourism 

is gaining prominence given its accessibility & proximity. There are opportunities to develop rural 

tourism given their perception of being safe and experiential nature. The state can popularise 

virtual tours of various destinations to capitalise on the emerging trends in virtual tourism. The 

state also has the potential to develop coastline and position itself as a high-end luxury beach 

tourism destination. Promotion of local artforms, handicrafts, cuisines and programs shall be 

important to revive the loss in income faced by local artisans in the state. The state can be a 

trendsetter and declare all the tourist destinations as plastics free zones. 

However, the members emphasized the role of infrastructure development to capture these 

emerging opportunities. A conducive policy with attractive incentives around tax benefits, 

infrastructure subsidies and favourable regulations around development of beach shacks, MICE 

etc. will encourage private sector to develop the necessary infrastructure in the state. Further, the 

role of marketing and word of mouth publicity shall be crucial to drive tourists from across the 

country to visit the state.  

Responding to the issues cited by the industry bodies, Shri Pravin Kumar I.A.S., MD APTDC and 

CEO APTA, talked about the strategy adopted by the department for revival. He highlighted how 

the next two months are going to be crucial from the standpoint of building confidence in the 

tourists about safe travel. Aggressive yet cautious marketing coupled with adherence to SOPs for 

safe operation of hotels would be critical for revival. APTDC has already started the operation of 

its 37 hotels. While there are signs of revival, going forward it would be important to consolidate 

efforts in marketing and infrastructure development.  

Speaking at the session Dr. Rajat Bhargava I.A.S. highlighted the great vision of the Hon’ble CM to 

develop Andhra Pradesh as a preferred and premium tourist destination. He briefed the 

participants about the upcoming tourism policy which is not only flexible and aggressive but also 

addresses several issues including according industry status to mega tourism projects. Tourism 



department has identified certain high potential locations for development of hotels and resorts 

in the state. It has been actively marketing it to investors and developers of international repute. 

It also plans to develop amusement parks and adventure sports in the state while ensuring a 

seamless connectivity of the destinations from all major airports. He emphasized the importance 

of marketing in quick revival of tourism. 

The members recommended unified mobile app to better synergise the efforts being undertaken 

by various states. FICCI assured complete support to the government in its marketing effort. 
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1. Dr. Jyotsna Suri, Past President - FICCI, Chairperson - FICCI Tourism Committee 

and CMD - The Lalit Suri Hospitality Group 
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4. Mr. Rohit Kohli, Joint Managing Director, Creative Travel Pvt Ltd 
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6. Mr. Amaresh Tiwari, Vice Chairman, India Convention Promotion Bureau (ICPB) and 

Managing Director, A.T. Seasons and Vacations Travel Pvt. Ltd.  
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8. Mr. Rajan Sehgal, Managing Committee Member, Travel Agents Association of India 
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9. Mr. Jaydeep Biswas, General Manager, The Park Vizag 

10. Mr. Ankit Sharma, Hub Head, Oyo Rooms, AP  

11. Mr. Rajneesh Bansal, Executive Director, Paul Merchants Ltd 

12. Mr. Tarun Kakani, CEO, The Amaravati Boating Club - A PPP with Govt of Andhra 

Pradesh & Odisha Tourism; CEO,Glocal Technology Solutions - An IT Startup Investment 

Company, Amaravati; Owner , Dosa King - Premium Dosa franchise in AP  

13. Mr. K. Vijay Mohan, MD - Holiday World, President - Tours and Travels Association of 

Andhra  

14. Mr. Ashish Kumar, Co - Chair, FICCI Travel Technology Committee & Managing Partner, 

Agnitio Consulting 

15. Mr. Dilip Chenoy, Secretary General, FICCI 

16. Mr. Manab Majumdar, Deputy Secretary General, FICCI 


